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Before our special ($2) offer 
expires February 28... 


Wouldn’t You Like to 
Help Us Make Some 
New Friends 


? 


Here is all you need to do: 


(1) Make a list of 5, 10 or 25 
alert Presbyterian friends who 
would be interested in THE 
OUTLOOK; 


(2) Either: 


(a) Send us their names and 
addresses and let us ex- 
tend them an invitation to 
join you as weekly read- 
ers; or 


(b 


~~ 


Tell us how many copies 
to send you of the page 
advertisement which ap- 
peared here Nov. 30 en- 
titled ‘“Which Paper?’ 
with a coupon for new 
subscribers. We will send 
these to you at once (as 
many as you can use ef- 
fectively) with the under- 
standing that you will 
give these personally to 
your friends or write them 
a note about THE OUT- 
LOOK urging them to 
subscribe. 


February 28 will be here soon. 


An early response will be welcomed 
by: 


THE OUTLOOK, 1 N. 6th St., 
Richmond 19, Va. 


Send copies of Which Paper? at once to: 





Your Name 





Address 


| will use them before Feb. 28 as 
suggested above. 








Letters to the Editors 





“Best Thing Yet Published on Reunion” 





Kerr Taylor Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Dr. Kerr Taylor’s article on union in 
your issue of Jan. 18 is, in my judgment, 
the very finest thing written so far on this 
matter. 

Would you consider printing it in leaflet 
form for distribution over the Assembly? 
I hope you will. 

You may place my name on the list for 
union. Have favored it for years. 

C. P. OWEN. 
La Grange, Texas 


eYes, reprints of Dr. Taylor’s article 
are available: 5¢ each; 15 for 50¢; 50 
for $1.50; 100 for $2.50. 


Reunion and Evangelism 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It seems to me that the article by Dr. 
H. Kerr Taylor (OUTLOOK, Jan. 18) is the 
best article in favor of Reunion that has 
been published. I wish it might be read 
by members in all our churches. 

In view of the contention that agitation 
for union hinders evangelism and the 
work of the church, the figures published 
by the Division of Evangelism (OUTLOOK, 
Jan. 11, page 4) are of interest. Consider- 
ing the “Number to Win One” and the 
“Number of Members on Profession per 
Church,” the border synods, in which the 
desire for union is especially strong, had 
better “visible results” of evangelistic ef- 
fort than those synods in which there is 
the strongest opposition to union. How- 
ever, it is recognized that there may be 
several factors to be considered in eval- 
uating such figures. 

The only claim here is that these figures 
do not support the contention mentioned 
above. C. H. Maury. 
Jackson, Ky. 


Better Address 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the Jan. 11 OvuTiook the following 
notice appeared under “Books Received”: 
Serving Successful Snacks and Meals for 
Club, Lodge, Church & Civic Groups. Field 
Research Division, Paper Cup & Container 
Institute, Inc., N. Y. Paper, free.” 

Will you please give the street address? 

Omaha, NEB. 

e551 5th Ave., NY 17. 


Of Course 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Of course, all Presbyterians should 
unite. How can we as a church call our- 
selves Christians if we are against one 
another. It is high time that the Presby- 
terian church presented a united front. 

For years I was a member of the USA 
church, and then two and a half years 
ago moved to Austin where we joined a 
church that is U.S. There is no difference 
in the church as it presents a front. As 
many of us see it, the only difference is 
a few people who forget that we are now 
in the United States of America and not 
the North and the South prior to Civil 
War times. It is time such sectionalism 
is forgotten. Our job is difficult enough 
throughout the world today fighting Isms 
without fussing among ourselves. 


There is too big a job to be done in 
training our youth and young people in 
Christianity and good citizenship. I am 
Sunday school superintendent, an elder 
and professionally with the Boy Scouts of 
America. Let’s all join forces and spread 
Presbyterianism and the Word of God. 
Austin, Texas. GEorRGE C. FRICKEL. 


Students and Church 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am pleased that you are continuing 
your special rate for new subscriptions 
through February 28 as it is so hard to 
get down to accomplishing everything in 
December. 

Several years ago I was introduced to 
THE OUTLOOK by the special offer through 
our local church paper, urging us to try 
THE OUTLOOK, and I knew that for $2 
I couldn’t go far wrong. Now, I wouldn’t 
be without it and am anxious for all my 
associates to share in this bargain sample. 
Some of my friends have subscribed after 
reading a few copies I loaned them. 

This special rate also makes it possible 
for me to send my son his own paper while 
he is away from home at college. Please 
enter his subscription . 

Everything in THE OUTLOOK is of inter- 
est to me and I can hardly wait from one 
week to the next. I heartily agree with 
your Jan. 25 editorial on “Students Away 
from Home,” along with the leading letter 
on the same subject. This should be kept 
before churches—both the home church 
and the temporary or new home church, 
as the case may be, for action, as that is 
where an individual loses contact or his 
roots become firm in church work, de- 
pending largely upon his encouragement 
or discouragement. 


Ft. Worth, Texas. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying ... 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 


ALETA KENDALL. 





C. A. Ashford C. P. Owen 
Cleveland, Miss. La Grange, Texas 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Williams 
E. S. Topp Birmingham, Ala 
Tupelo, Miss. 9 : . 
David A. Huffines, Jr. Jos. B. Ledford 
Lillington, N. C. Kansas City, Mo. 
I its siitecatsehtna sacha sia 


ee 
a 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January. and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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COMMITTEE AGREES ON PROPOSED 


North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





SCHEDULE FOR REUNION VOTING 


The 1954 General Assemblies of the 
U. S., USA and United Presbyterian 
bodies will be asked to approve the re- 
vised Plan of Union and send it to their 
respective presbyteries for their favorable 
vote. 

This recommendation was agreed upon 
at a recent meeting of the Joint Nego- 
tiating Committee in Cincinnati. 

(Three-fourths of the 84 U.S. presby- 
teries must approve, while the United 
Presbyterians require approval by two- 
thirds of their 66 and the USA two-thirds 
of their 257.) 

The joint action requests the As- 
semblies, upon approval of the plan, to 
recommend to their presbyteries that they 
take time for deliberate and mature judg- 
ment, deferring voting on it until after 
the fall meetings. 

It is urged that each presbytery refer 
the plan to a committee for study and 
report before a vote is taken and that 
such a report be made to a stated meeting 
of presbytery not before Jan. 1, 1955. 
A further suggestion calls for invitations 
to representatives from the other nego- 
tiating churches to share in discussions 
of the proposed union. 

It was voted to ask that boards and 
agencies be encouraged to continue their 
cooperation. The Assemblies will be 
asked to request such agencies to prepare 
tentative interim plans for carrying on 
their work before the plan goes into ef- 
fect. These interim plans will be pre- 
sented to the 1955 Assemblies if the pres- 
byteries approve the plan. 

The first Assembly of the united church 
is recommended for Washington, D. C., 
May 26, 1956, which will be the 98th 
anniversary of the organization of the 
United Presbyterian Church. 

Copies of the plan are now being 
printed and will be distributed next 
month to the more than 14,000 ministers 
of the three churches.* 

A brochure interpreting the plan was 
also authorized, with 100,000 copies to 
be printed, 14,000 of which will go to 
the ministers while the others will be 
sold with the plan (25¢) at an additional 
nominal price. 

Members of the committee expressed 
their opinion that there is “good reason 





*Others who wish to have copies of the 
Plan should send 25¢ now to Dr. E. C. 
Scott, 341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 


to expect that the required votes for ap- 
proval will be found in the General As- 
semblies and in the presbyteries” of the 
three churches. 


Appointments Are Made 
For World Missions 


Recent actions of the Board of World 
Missions involving personnel are as fol- 
lows: 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Brazil: Wilson T. Dowling, Spartan- 
burg, S. C., Columbia Seminary senior 

West Brazil: John W. and Margaret 
Brearley Grimes, Nashville, Tenn. 

East Brazil: John R. and Nancy Slo- 
cum Hornick, Miami, Fla., and Oklahoma 
City 

North Brazil: Thomas K. and Mary 
Maud Mack Prentice, Baskin, La. 

Korea: June Michaelson, Annapolis, 
Md., Assembly’s Training School senior 

Belgian Congo: David V. and Polly 
Yandell Miller, Johnson City, Tenn., and 
Charlotte, N. C., now at Union Seminary 

Belgian Congo: Elizabeth Miller, Golds- 
boro, N. C., now of Decatur, Ga., a nurse 


RESIGNATIONS 
Dr. Lalla Iverson, formerly of China, 
has resigned in order to work in India. 
Miss Mildred Beaty, of the Mexico 
Mission, has resigned for health reasons. 


FURLOUGH 

Miss Charlotte Taylor (North Brazil) 
has arrived in this country on regular 
furlough. 


SAILINGS 

To Korea: The John Somervilles. 

To Brazil: The Paul Coblentz family 
from New Orleans, Mar. 18. 


U. S. Men Recognized 
Leading B. P. School 


The Dan Graham Bible Institute is 
claimed by the “Bible” Presbyterian 
Church as one of its own institutions. 
This school is operated by present and 
former Presbyterian, U. S., ministers in 
Bristol, Tenn.-Va.: Dan H. Graham, 
a member of Holston Presbytery, Preson 
P. Phillips and others. Robert H. Cox, 
who was on the faculty, recently took a 
position with the Bible Presbyterian Na- 
tional Missions and Publications Com- 
mittees in Philadelphia. 

At the recent meeting of Kentucky- 
Tennessee Presbytery, according to the 
publication of the Bible Presbyterians, 
the school’s affiliation and service were 
made clear. It said: 


“In the Christian Education Committee 
report, it was made apparent that the 
Dan Graham Bible Institute has become 
mainly Bible Presbyterian in leadership 
and teaching. It is hoped that as soon 
as possible a Bible college and a seminary 
curriculum can be added to the present 
Bible institute course, forming an insti- 
tution that will affect Bible Presbyterian 
training in the entire Southeastern section 
of our country. The Rev. Preson P. 
Phillips, president of the Institute, re- 
ported that it may be possible for the 
school to purchase reasonably the present 
hospital buildings in a strategic central 
downtown location. 

“The Home Missions Committee stressed 
the fact that in the current year of antic- 
ipated union between the Northern and 
Southern Presbyterian Churches, there is 
a great opportunity for the Bible Presby- 
terian testimony to offer a haven for those 
Bible believers who are understandably 
apprehensive at the thought of a mixed 
theological multitude in the proposed 
united church with modernists at the helm 
and controlling all boards and commit- 
tees.” 


5 Delegates Named to Evanston 


Presbyterian, U.S., delegates to the 
Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Evanston, IIl., next sum- 
mer will be: 


John R. Cunningham, Davidson, N.C. 

Mrs. W. H. Hopper, Louisville, Ky. 

Francis P. Miller, Charlottesville, Va. 

William Childs Robinson, Decatur, Ga. 

David L. Stitt, Austin, Texas 

These are the only Presbyterian, U. S., 
representatives who will have voting 
power in the August 15-31 meeting. 


There are five “accredited visitors” as 
follows: 


Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Dallas, Texas 

Harry A. Fifield, Atlanta, Ga. 

Miss Janie McCutchen, Atlanta, Ga. 

Jos. B. Overmyer, Charleston, W. Va. 

Thomas K. Young, Memphis, Tenn. 

In addition, Frank Porter Graham, 
United Nations Representatives in India 
and Pakistan and an elder in the Chapel 
Hill, N. C., church will be one of the 
150 consultants. 

Twenty-five “general visitors” are be- 
ing named by the boards and General 
Council of the church. 

Colonel Miller is not only an official 
delegate but he is one of the few Amer- 








ican delegates who will speak before a 
plenary session of the meeting. 


President Eisenhower, who has been 
invited to address the Assembly, has ex- 
pressed his hope that he will be able to 
accept. 


Water Main for Montreat 


Directors of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation (Montreat) at their winter meet- 
ing in Charlotte, N. C., approved plans 
to lay a six-inch water main and to build 
power lines in new developments at Mon- 
treat, though reports of the directors did 
not indicate what these developments are. 
The new bookstore was reported nearing 
completion and the World Missions 
building is being enlarged. An unspeci- 
fied budget of $458,000 was reported ap- 
proved for the Association, though some- 
what involved annual reports to the Gen 
eral Assembly do not make it clear what 
this includes. 


Think of the 


Kindle your imagination by thinking 
of the ideal church, the church that is 
meant to be, the church that is so urgently 
needed. 

The Christian faith is that members 
of the congregation are kinspeople be- 
longing to the only family there is, the 
household of God. Every person around 
vou is created in the image of God with 
latent and limitless capacity of response 
to the initiative of the Father, a spiritual 
creature, with a divine spark and an inner 
light. 

You have been called into church to 
center your mind upon the invisible, for 
no man has ever seen God at any time, 
nor has he ever beheld the soul of a fel- 
low-worshipper. The presence of the 
living Lord is not less real because it is 
invisible to the physical eye. Communion 


Living with Peace of Mind 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Harmon B. Ramsey, First church, Athens, Ga., and Frederick H. Olert, 
Second church, Richmond, Va. 


GOD’S GUIDANCE 


Often we ask God for guidance. 
How can we know that he is guiding 
us? 


RAMSEY: It is not quite clear to me 
whether the main concern in this ques- 
tion is with the wav we may expect 
guidance to come or with the way we 
can confirm the fact that we are being 
guided, but in any case the two are pretty 
closely related. In the ordinary course 
of experience we should not expect God 
to guide us in spectacular or dramatic 
ways. We should expect him rather to 
operate through the normal channels by 
which ideas and impressions are com- 
municated to us. If a person is seeking 
guidance on some particular matter, he 
may lay the whole problem before God 
in prayer, being just as honest as he can, 
laying out all the facts as he sees them, 
stating his own feelings, and then ask 
God to give him some direction. In the 
quiet that comes when we pray in such 
a fashion the ideas that form in our 
minds may give us a good clue as to what 
we ought to do. 

To be sure, it is always possible that 
some prejudice or desire, recognized or not, 
may mislead us. so we ought, as far as pos- 
sible, to check the guidance we believe we 
get in this way by consulting others whose 
Christian wisdom we trust. Guidance 
may come also in the shaping up of cer- 
tain circumstances to point the way. 
Scripture, of course, sets out principles 
for us to follow. But mainlv, I would 
say, we may expect guidance in the il- 
lumination that comes to our minds as 


4 


we seek direction in honest and sincere 
praver. 


RAISED FROM THE DEAD 


If a soul goes to heaven as in the 
case of the thief on the cross, why do 
we have to be raised from the dead? 


Overt: It is probably true that he 
who speaks least about heaven speaks 
best. So many things about heaven and 
the future life are still undisclosed. One 
should he exceedingly cautious about 
dogmatic utterances on this subject. I 
believe in the resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting. All of us want con- 
tinuity of personality, the fulness of life 
bevond, and the comfort of recognition 
of our loved ones on the other side of 
death. While here on earth the soul has 
its own body adapted to the need here. 
So in heaven there will be a body for the 
soul peculiarly adapted to the use of the 
immortal spirit. 

Paul says he does not want to live in 
nakedness—a soul without a body—but 
he wants a resurrection body which will 
be like Jesus’ resurrection body, recog- 
nizable, similar in some properties, vet 
different. He transported himself from 
Judea to Galilee, went through closed 
doors, ate fish by the sea; vet his body 
was not a flesh-and-blood body. It was 
a glorified body adapted to the new heav- 
enly sphere in which it is to carry out 
the will of God. In the day of resurrec- 
tion souls and bodies will be reunited in 
a house not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens. 





Ideal Church 


is always in the realm of the unseen, as 
is fellowship with human spirits. Silent- 
ly beloved relatives are moved by common 
aspiration and the same yearning, with 
one heart express gratitude, breathe out 
mutual confession and cry out together 
for forgiveness, murmur their petitions 
and share their intercessions, listen ex- 
pectantly for the word of the Lord. 

All awareness of external division is 
gone, al] suspicion and enmity and fear 
are engulfed in the holy satisfaction of 
worship and comradeship. Not as Re- 
nublicans and Democrats, capitalists and 
workers, white men and colored men, rich 
and poor, good and bad, but as fellow- 
sinners standing in the need of prayer 
who are called to be co-workers with 
God in building the divine society on 
this earth and in the ages to come. 


By Kirby Page 


SEMINARIES 
Rural Church Award 


James Spencer of Lexington, Va., a 
Columbia Seminary senior, has been 
awarded the annual Indiantown Rural 
Church Award for the year. Spencer was 
given the $100 award as a result of his 
work in the Broken Bow, Okla., church 
Following graduation this spring he ex- 
pects to serve the Dillon and Dawes 
churches of Thomasville, Ga. 





Rockefeller Fellowships 

A $100,000-a-vear fund has been pro- 
vided by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
for the next three years to encourage out- 
standing voung people to consider the 
ministry as a career. Administered by 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools Fund, Inc., the program will seek 
college undergraduates and recent grad- 
uates who would be interested in spend- 
ing a year at one of the 76 schools ac- 
credited by the American Association of 
Theological Schools. Backers of the pro- 
gram hope the one year’s introduction 
would lead to the full course but even if 
it doesn’t they say “seminary experience 
will help them to contribute to the reli- 
gious strength of the country.” 

All four Presbyterian, U. S., semi- 
naries are eligible to participate in this 
program. 


Howerton Award Made 

James Frazier Van Dyke of Richlands, 
Va., is this vear’s recipient of the Lemma 
Shepherd Howerton Memorial Award at 
Union Seminary in Virginia. This will 
enable him to take a year of graduate 
study at Princeton Seminary. 

James Watt Jeffries, another Union 
Seminary senior, is one of 102 out- 
standing students from 27 countries re- 
ceiving Rotary International fellowships 
for advanced study abroad. He plans to 
spend next year in Great Britain. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





First Things First 


T IS OUR CUSTOM as Presbyterians 
| ich speak specifically of things finan- 
cial once a year, but it is also our belief 
that the speaking should be plain and 
easily understood so that no one need be 
confused and so that everyone may com- 
prehend exactly what we believe. 

Although the lines which are followed 
may be varied, and though the names by 
which they are known may be legion, there 
are three basic methods used in America 
in providing finances for the church. 

One method is what is popularly 
known as the “‘give and take.” ‘That is 
the method of bake sales, cake sales, rum- 
mage sales, theater parties, style shows, 
bingo, church suppers at prices double 
their value, and all kinds of entertain- 
ment planned for the purpose of getting 
money from people in a so-called painless 
manner, all done for the purpose of fi- 
nancing the church. People give hours of 
their time in order to “earn’”—that is 
their word for it—pennies for God. But 
by whatever term it is known, it is still 
“money-changing” in the temple, and we 
reject that approach and method because 
it belies the nature of God and our rela- 
tionship to him and because it degrades 
the dignity of his church. 

There is a second system—the sacra- 
mental system—which, for services ren- 
dered or supposedly rendered, expects and 
extracts a set fee. Under this plan God 
is sometimes a bargain, sometimes a lux- 
ury; it costs so much to have God in one 
instance, it costs so much more to have 
God in another. Religion is placed firm- 
ly on a “pay-as-you-go” basis. ‘Those 
churches which follow the system are ex- 
cellent testimonies to the success of it. 
One must remark that this method is ad- 
mirable in that it seems to be fool-proof 
as far as financing is concerned. But, 
we reject this method also because we be- 
lieve that whenever the presence of God 
or the services of his minister and his 
church are placed entirely on a dollars- 
and-cents basis God is dishonored and 
man is debased. 


Lord of Life 

Our belief is the Scriptural way, and 
it is the only way to preserve the dignity 
of God, of the church, and of the indi- 
vidual Christian. The Biblical method 
to which we give adherence is the ac- 
knowledgment on the part of the individ- 
ual that God is Lord of life, that life 
itself for the Christian is a sacrament, 
that it is our intention to live every day 
to the glory of God. And, that in the 
process of living to the glory of God, 
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By R. W. JABLONOWSKI, JR. 


there are privileges and obligations each 
commensurate with the other. 

God did not create men equal in the 
beginning, nor has he seen fit, nor does 
it seem he will see fit, to make them all 
equal at any time on this earth. Instead, 
it was and is God’s pleasure—and it is 
our privilege to respond—to ask each of 
us to examine himself in the light of 
what God has done for him, and upon the 
basis of that examination to put first 
things first. 

Now, if you who claim to be communi- 
cants of the Christian Church do not be- 
lieve that the church is the most impor- 
tant thing in your life, and if you do not 
believe that that church offers to you and 
for you the means and bases by which you 
operate as a child and as a servant of 
God, then you shouldn’t support it. For- 
get it, wipe it off your books, and be hon- 
est enough to admit that you have been 
living a lie. 

But, if you do believe that the church 
and your relationship to it is the most 
important thing in your life, because it 
establishes and maintains in a concrete 
way your relationship to Almighty God, 
then you should put that most important 
thing first. It is as plain evidence as 
anything can be. 

It seems ridiculous that the Church 
of Jesus Christ should have to go through 
an annual series of begging for money, 
and it is even more ridiculous that people 
who call themselves Christian try to get 
by with tipping God a smaller amount 
than they did the waitress in the last res- 
taurant in which they had dinner. A fact 
like that is repugnant to the dignity of 
an individual who claims to have received 
truth and believed it, but who refuses 
to do anything about implementing that 


truth. It is revolting that in the name 
of God his ministers have to stop to beg 
people to contribute to the work of God 
who has given them everything. 
God Is the Source 

That is our belief: that God is the 
source—the Absolute Source—of all that 
we have, and we believe that he is the 
Sovereign Lord of this universe. And 
we know also that ultimately the per- 
petuation of our personalities is going 
to depend on our relationship to him. 

There are too many of us who are try- 
ing to do the very thing that our Lord so 
strongly warned against. America is full 
of people who are laying up whatever 
treasures they possess on earth. What 
does that mean? This is what it means 
in the language of our day. It means 
that each person believes that he must 
have a certain amount of property or gilt- 
edged investments. It means that we 
think that we have to have a bank account 
in as many figures as we figure currently 
necessary to provide for what we call 
hazily “the future.” It means further 
that our life is geared wrongly to one 
single materialistic end: How much can 
I get? How much can I keep? How 
little can I get by with giving away? 
That is certainly the honest approach for 
the materialist. 


What the Christian Asks 


But, no one can have that approach 
and still call himself a Christian. Here 
is what the Christian asks: How much 
will God give me? How much will God 
and I, thinking together, permit me to 
keep? How much will God make it pos- 
sible for me to give away? 

There are some churches which insist 
that along with church membership goes 
an absolute obligation to tithe, and if the 
individual does not tithe he is simply 
summarily ejected from church member- 
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ship. We have no such standard in 
Presbyterianism. We don’t believe it 
should be done in that manner. We be- 
lieve that if a person is going to give 
anything it must be done cheerfully, that 
the giving is because the individual loves 
God, not because he is afraid of God. 
The Presbyterian gives because he be- 
lieves he has eternal life, not because he 
is afraid he might not get there. 

That salvation which God offered to 
you, and which you accepted, he did not 
place a price upon for giving or receiv- 
ing. There isn’t any dollar sign con- 
nected with it, and there shouldn’t be any 
dollar barrier to your return of the love 
of God. 

There are always those who want to 
put things which are spiritual into a ma- 


CHURCH 


T USED to be often said that “We 

would have gotten our Presbyterian 
Churches together long ago except for 
those headquarters people who are afraid 
they will lose their jobs.” 

That is a complete reverse of the real 
situation. The most convinced exponents 
of union in all three Presbyterian 
Churches are likely to be the employees 
of the boards and agencies. ‘There is 
just one reason—they know that their 
labors for God can be vastly more fruitful 
on a wider Presbyterian basis. 

There is a heroic element in this, for 
all of those in general work shrink with 
dread for what the first year of union 
would do to their departments. The plan 
actually asks all three to give up their 
denominations and start a new one. No 
church bureaucrat could face such a pros- 
pect without agony of spirit. The pains- 
takingly developed lines of communica- 
tion through synods and presbyteries, the 
cozy sense of knowing the constituency, 
the comfortable working connections with 
other offices and distributing agencies 
all of these must be upset. All who have 
contemplated that have been tempted to 
feel, “‘We know that the union is right 
but we hope there will be enough sin to 
keep it from happening.” The fact that 
most of the board secretaries in all three 
churches favor union is evidence of their 
unselfish idealism and of how sure they 
are that together the churches will be far 
more effective in their Master’s service. 

How? I can best illustrate from the 
work of the Division of Evangelism, in 
which I was occupied until my recent 
return to the pastorate. 

*Until he became pastor of the Huguenot 
Memorial church, Pelham, N. Y., last fall, 
Dr. Sweazey had been for some years Pres- 
byterian, USA, Secretary of Evangelism 
under the Board of National Missions. 


terial perspective. There are not any 
$19.98 goods for sale at the bargain 
counter of the Kingdom of God. In fact, 
there is no sale going on. Our religion 
is free; there’s no price tag on it. But, 
unless you are willing to support some- 
thing in which you say you believe, you 
may be sure that you have never received 
it, freely or otherwise. You just don’t 
have it. 

This is plain speaking because it de- 
mands plain speaking. There are too 
many people who have been taking ad- 
vantage of all the privileges which Chris- 
tianity offers while trying to “deadbeat” 
their way into eternal life. That isn’t 
the way it comes. 

Can we not see that it is all a matter 
of attitude, and that when we put God 


By GEORGE E. SWEAZEY* 


The maintaining and increasing of 
evangelism depends very much on con- 
ferences at which pastors and lay leaders 
are given inspiration and instruction and 
definite plans. In areas where our 
churches overlap these present a difficult 
problem. Should we have a separate 
school for our handful of pastors in Flor- 
ida, or should we bring them to one of 
the normal size schools—perhaps in Ten- 
nessee? Either way is a _ scandalous 
waste of the Lord’s money and his serv- 
ants’ time. 


Could Do Far More 

The Presbyterian Church, U.S., has 
exactly the same problem in its border 
synods. If we were together we could do 
immensely more for our churches in the 
whole region at far less expense. Coop- 
eration does not solve the problem. Com- 
plex programs cannot be jointly set up 
from two offices. Much as we may de- 
plore it, few will go as guests to a meet- 
ing arranged by another denomination. 

Churches are given important help in 
evangelism when leaders or teams are 
sent into their communities. In this, tco, 
we squander our resources. Within a 
month after we had sent a denominational 
leader to Seattle, the United Presbyterian 
evangelism office sent a similar leader 
from Pittsburgh for a similar purpose. 

Evangelism requires printed and audio- 
visual helps. The price and quality of 
this depend on the volume. The Method- 
ists outdo all us in the variety and 
attractiveness of evangelism materials be- 
cause of the larger constituency. We 
Presbyterians find it difficult to produce 
a sound-filmstrip because not enough 


first that first things will be “first”? 
That is the core of the Christian belief, 
When he is first you will be second, but 
as long as you place yourself first God 
can’t even get into the door of your heart. 

Presbyterians do not give under com- 
pulsion, we do not give through fear. 
God simply asks you to examine yourself 
and the love which God bears toward you, 
and to express your love in giving in 
response to God’s love. 

Love is not for sale anywhere, not even 
as a luxury. 

“Now unto him who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.” 


UNION AND EVANGELISM 


units will be used to keep the cost within 
reach of the average congregation. We 
now use each other’s literature. But what 
is ‘borrowed” has less appeal than what 
is produced by one’s own church. We 
have to produce the same sort of items 
and suffer from the same omissions. 

We have never solved the problem of 
how to sponsor weeks of spiritual em- 
phasis in colleges for which our Assem- 
blies share responsibility. One college has 
tried to solve this by having a Presby- 
terian, U.S., program one year and a 
Presbyterian, USA, program the next— 
with inevitable discontinuity and fum- 
bling. 

Evangelism in communities which have 
more than one sort of Presbyterian church 
is weakened by an embarrassment. For 
the few members who are goaded to un- 
usual zeal by the unwholesome desire to 
outstrip their Presbyterian cousins, there 
will be many more who hang back for 
fear of seeming to be over-competitive. 
In my first pastorate, in just this situa- 
tion, we kept away from some of the more 
open sorts of church promotion lest the 
Presbyterians, U.S., would think we were 
trying to get ahead of them. The spec- 
tacle of our two under-size Presbyterian 
churches struggling along our separate 
paths was not one which would have led 
the hungry in heart to turn to either of 
them. The Presbyterian impact on any 
community is enfeebled when it is frag- 
mented—in newspaper advertising oF 
broadcasts or mass meetings or civic ef- 
forts. 


Some Inefficiencies 

We also suffer some sad spiritual in- 
efficiencies. There is unquestionably 4 
regionalism in religion—we even find it 
within our synods. Our churches in the 
Northwest have a peculiar devotion to 
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the word-by-word knowledge of the Bible, 
and a stress on the finer points of Chris- 
tian conduct. California Presbyterians, 
not noted for their humility, feel a mis- 
sion to share their enterprising idealism 
with the rest of the church. The Midwest 
has an untheoretical Christian practical- 
ity. Many in Pennsylvania have applied 
to themselves the title, “Fidei Defensor.” 
It is hard to explain these sectional qual- 
ities, but they are there. They are a 
precious source of enrichment for a 
church. 

I am convinced that a church which 
joins the peculiar insights which have 
developed within our three communions 
will be a stronger one for evangelism. 
This is far from the crude slander, “They 
want to join us because we are so much 
better than they are,” by which the pro- 
vincials have sometimes hoped to adver- 
tise their spiritual superiority. It is 
simply that the Holy Spirit intends his 
inspiration to be given not only ver- 
tically but horizontally, as his special 
gifts to men anywhere are shared with all. 


Thousands Are Unreached 
The shameful wastes we incur by our 


separation are not just a matter of lost 
efficiency. We are losing more than just 
the Lord’s money and the Lord’s men. 
We never accomplish more than a frag- 
ment of what we should be doing in 
evangelism. There are in America hun- 
dreds of thousands of people who do not 
know Christ and who would know him 
if we had not been wasting our efforts by 
our divisions. They are today not liv- 
ing in the consciousness of his presence, 
nor knowing his saving power, nor en- 
joying what his church can do for their 
homes—and they might have been. If we 
wilfully let anything diminish our evan- 
gelistic force, we are literally withholding 
from multitudes of real people the bless- 
ings which Christ died to give them. 

If Presbyterians could unite in one 
great evangelistic communion, it could 
win far more than we have ever been 
able to reach in our separate ways. It 
could shake America. The communion 
of saints is not reserved for heaven. It 
is something we could experience in a 
more glorious way on earth, with hands 
and hearts and minds joined in a great 
enterprise for God. 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About: 


A Commissioners Vote 


Under the Presbyterian system, what policy should govern a 
Commissioner to the General Assembly (or a session’s appointee to 


presbytery) in the votes he casts? 


Should he do as he thinks the 


sending body may want him to do or should he vote his own con- 


victions ? 


Cuar_es E. Dieni, Memphis, Tenn., 
Moderator of the 1941 General Assembly 
—The Presbyterian Church has a repre- 
sentative form of government, presumably 
by people of character, intelligence and 
common sense, and its church courts are 
deliberative bodies. This implies dis- 
cussion, debate and considered action. 
There is, therefore, no place in the Pres- 
byterian system for pressure groups and 
instructed delegates. If a church court 
elected a man whose spirit and character 
are known, he should vote his convic- 
tions, which might or might not be in ac- 
cord with the majority of the court which 
elected him. It is possible that, after 
asking the Lord to guide the group and 
after hearing the discussions, one’s con- 
victions might be changed. 

J. B. GrEEN, Decatur, Ga. Moderator 
of the 1946 General Assembly—Accord- 
ing to my understanding of the Presby- 
terian system, the Commissioner to the 
General Assembly should vote his own 
convictions as to what is true, right, 
and for the best interests of the com- 
missioning body. 

J. R. McCain, Ga., Moderator of the 
1951 General Assembly—A commission- 
er or representative is a free man in voting 
his own convictions; but a presbytery 
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Is there any rule or precedent about this? 


or session may choose a man who may be 
thought favorable to its prevailing views. 

W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., Moder- 
ator of the 1949 General Assembly—I 
have always understood that a Commis- 
sioner to the General Assembly is to vote 
his own convictions. However, if I know 
the opinion of my presbytery it would 
have weight in forming my opinion. 

SAML. H. S1sLEy, Marietta, Ga., Mod- 
erator of the 1934 General Assembly—lIf 
the Commissioner is formerly instructed 
as to his vote, and he accepts the appoint- 
ment, he ought to vote accordingly. Or- 
dinarily he should vote his own convic- 
tion at the time of voting and is not 
bound by what he may think the sending 
body would prefer. 

O. H. MILuican, Aliquippa, Pa., Prin- 
cipal Clerk, United Presbyterian Church 
—As the United Presbyterian Church 
practices Presbyterianism, I would state 
that there is no provision in our Book of 
Government for the instruction of dele- 
gates to any court of the church by which 
a delegate may be required to vote on 
any issue. In fact, the instruction of 
delegates is contrary to the obligations of 
delegates. It is required of delegates to 
the General Assembly “to consult, vote, 
and determine in all matters that come 


before the Assembly according to the 
Word of God and the standards of this 
Church as he will be answerable” (Book 
of Government, p. 169). 

EUGENE Carson BLakE, Philadelphia, 
Pa., Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly—In the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of 
America the General Assembly has au- 
thoritatively declared against pledged 
voting on the grounds of the wording of 
the Commission to General Assembly.* 
It appears to me that under our doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit, a Commissioner 
should be neither openly pledged nor 
privately sure of how we will vote in 
a Presbyterian judicatory until he has 
heard his brethren speak. ‘The attempt 
in a Presbyterian judicatory is never to 
do anything less than to find the will of 
God by the Holy Spirit. 

*Under the Presbyterian, U. S., Form of 
Government, a presbytery is required to 
send its commissioners with a commission 
which instructs that he shall ‘consult, 
vote, and determine on all things that may 
come before that body, according to the 
principles and Constitution of this church 
and the Word of God. And of his dili- 
gence herein he is to render an account 
at his return.” (Book of Church Order, 
paragraph 88.) 

FRANK W. Price, Lexington, Va., 
Moderator of the 1953 General Assembly 

He should vote according to his own 
reasoned convictions, in the light of 
friendly, constructive counsel and divine 
guidance sought through earnest study 
and prayer. 


C. Morton Hanna, Professor of 
Church Polity, Louisville Seminary— 
Commissioners to General Assembly are 
appointed by their presbytery “to con- 
sult, vote and determine all things that 
may come before that body” (Form of 
Govt. Par. 88). ‘This they could not do 
if they had to follow instructions of the 
lower court. It is basic to Presbyterian- 
ism that a lower court may not instruct its 
representatives as to how they should vote 
in a higher court: “A session cannot 
authoritatively instruct its delegates” 
(Minutes of G. A., 1884, p. 242). 


Wm. A. ALEXANDER, Birmingham, 
Ala., Moderator of the 1952 General 
Assembly—In choosing a commissioner 
the presbytery may, often should, take 
into account his views on important 
issues; but once elected, he should be free 
to vote his own convictions, whether or 
not they are altered by Assembly con- 
siderations. The principle should apply 
to representatives named to any higher 
court. 

Editorial, page 8 
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EDITORIAL 


How a Commissioner Votes 


Should a presbytery instruct its com- 
missioners to the General Assembly or 
should an elder, sent by his session to 
presbytery, be told how to vote? 

Not unless the sending body wishes to 
arrogate to itself the prerogatives of the 
Holy Spirit and to speak a word of in- 
struction to that commissioner which con- 
tradicts (1) what the Book of Church 
Order requires the written “commission”’ 
to say and (2) what the General Assem- 
bly itself has ruled on the question. 

It may be that many, if not most, com- 
missioners have never read what the Gen- 
eral Assembly expects of a commissioner. 
The Book of Church Order, paragraph 
88, makes it as clear as any man could 
wish when it requires a presbytery to send 
its commissioners to the General Assem- 
bly: 





“To consult, vote, and determine on all 
things that may come before that body, 
according to the principles and Constitu- 
tion of this church and the Word of God. 
And of his diligence herein he is to render 
an account at his return.” 

On an appeal from the Presbytery of 
St. Louis the Assembly has underscored 
this by ruling that such a representative 
cannot be instructed how to vote. A ses- 
sion had instructed its representative to 
presbytery as to his vote. ‘The presbytery 
took exception to the action; the session 
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appealed to synod; it was carried on to 
the General Assembly and the Assembly 
ruled that such representatives cannot be 
instructed. (A Digest of the General 
Assembly Proceedings, page 87.) 

All this does not suggest that a pres- 
bytery cannot choose any man it wants 
to send. It can inquire as to his position 
on various issues and the man may or 
may not reveal his position. But the 
presbytery is utterly free to send any eli- 
gible commissioner it wants to send. 

But having been “commissioned,” what 
is the commissioner’s obligation ? 

The Book of Church Order and the 
Assembly’s ruling make it inescapable. 
He is a free man under God. He is to 
vote no convictions but his own. He is 
to seek to find the will of God, not as 
somebody else understands it but as God’s 
Holy Spirit reveals it to him—and he 
is to do this in the deliberative assembly, 
listening to what is said on the subject. 
If he makes up his mind ahead of time 
as to what he thinks about a situation he 
will continue to keep his mind open for 
further leading of the Spirit. No man 
and no sending body can anticipate or 
imagine what God will reveal as his men 
come together in common supplication 
and obedience. For them to appear to 
know what God will direct is the height 
of presumption and it would appear to 
be a denial of any belief in the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Unanimity Would Be Ideal! 
—But Not Realistic 


Let’s think for a moment of an ideal 
situation in regard to Presbyterian re- 
union. ‘This situation, all would agree, 
would be one in which: 

1—Every one of our 84 presbyteries 

voted unanimously for reunion; 
2—Every elder on every Session was 

100% for reunion; 

3—Every church member in every one 
of our 3,733 congregation had an 
informed and favorable opinion 
toward reunion. 

What would be true for us, in such an 
imaginary situation, would also be true 
for USA and United Presbyterians. 

Such unanimity all of us would ear- 
nestly desire. 

But when have we ever had such a 
record in any step we have taken? 

Look at almost any good enterprise 
in the church and trace its beginning. 
You will find in many cases that it was 
denied recognition or serious thought for 
many years, if not generations; that fi- 
nally, when approved, a large and vocal 
minority opposed it. 

You have only to recall the history of 
the first presbyterial in women’s work, 
the first synodical, and the Auxiliary on 
the Assembly level. Or remember the 
opposition to placing women on our ex- 
ecutive committees (now boards) or let- 
ting girls speak out in young people’s 
meetings. 
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Think about the protest at hymns when 
they were felt to be supplanting psalms, 
or the introduction of the pipe organ. 

Look at the more recent opposition to 
the limited term system for the election 
of elders and deacons and to the estab- 
lishment of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Christian Relations. 

And do not forget the vigorous oppo- 
sition, which still manifests itself, to 
our cooperation with other denominations 
in the Federal (now National) Council of 
Churches—and even in the World Coun- 
cil. 

Is it, then, realistic for us to suppose 
that now or in the future we can have 
unanimity on such matters? Of course 
not. 

Our form of government recognizes 
this. It makes room for differences. It 
does not, like an authoritarian church, 
enforce uniformity and suppress dissent. 
Rather, it requires that in the event of 
union, for instance, and in the amend- 
ment of our Standards, the sentiment 
must be overwhelmingly favorable before 
a step is taken. 

That being true, dissent will not be 
great and those who oppose such efforts 
know that this is the only human test we 
have in parliamentary proceedings for 
finding the will of God. 

Those who feel that we must have 
union only when there is no opposition 
would not be willing to follow such pro- 
cedure in regard to other vital and nec- 
essary steps. We Presbyterians are ac- 
customed to moving along with consid- 
erably less than unanimity and without 
fear or threats that some are going to 
fall out along the way. We know that 
our wishes will not always prevail. At 
ordination we accepted our Form of Gov- 
ernment and pledged to be in ‘‘subjec- 
tion to our brethren in the Lord.” 

That is the Presbyterian, and we think, 
the Christian way. ‘Together we seek the 
Lord’s way. Self-will and self-seeking 
and our own way we left outside when we 
entered. 





In Passing 











IF vou don’t have a copy of The Fel- 
lowship of Prayer for the coming Len- 
ten season, you will want to send 5¢ for 
one to National Council of Churches, 297 
4th Ave., NYC 10. ($4 per 100.) This 
year’s writer is Robbins W. Barstow; 
theme: “The Steep Ascent.” 
+ ¢ ¢ 
DO you know Helen H. and Lewis J. 
Sherrill’s Interpreting Death to Chil- 
dren—a 5¢ pamphlet available from Na- 
tional Council of Churches, 79 E. Adams 
St., Chicago 3. 
_ 
THE church cannot afford to become a 
non-prophet organization.—GRAHAM 
R. Hopces in The Pulpit. 
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Footnote to Acts 3,4 





COULD ANNAS AND CAIAPHAS 
HAVE BEEN CONVERTED? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE EVENTS of the first few chap- 

ters of Acts must have taken place 
within a few weeks of the events of the 
last chapters of the gospels. All the char- 
acters in the story could easily remember 
Jesus and the crucifixion. One arresting 
feature of the situation is that two of 
the principal villains of the story in the 
gospels are still at it in Acts—Annas and 
Caiaphas. One derives from reading 
Acts the impression that the wickedness 
of these men had been defeated; but that 
was not the way these two looked at it. 
From their point of view they had tri- 
umphed, and the only problem remaining 
was a kind of mopping-up operation. 
Jesus they had got rid of. It would be 
a matter of time till his following dis- 
solved. 

[To keep from cluttering this page 
with their unlovely names, let us call 
them A&C. ] 

A&C were not so much afraid of the 
new movement as they were contemptuous 
of it. If you had asked them to predict 
the future of the then infant church, A&C 
would have told you blandly that it was 
not a real church, it did not have a future, 
not the chance of one. All the cards they 
could see were stacked against it. They 
could not afford, of course, to ignore it; 
but they seem to have thought that by a 
few jail sentences, a few floggings, maybe 
a few executions, the thing could be 
stamped out and Jesus forgotten, for the 
church lacked everything that A&C count- 
ed essential to success. 


OR ONE THING, this high-priestly 

pair used to ask the same question of 
Peter and John they had asked before 
of Jesus: Where is your authority? Who 
gave you permission to speak ? Who spon- 
sors you, validates you, countersigns your 
message? A&C could show their own 
authority, of course. ‘They were officers 
in the established church, they came of 
a long line of priests, their legitimacy was 
beyond question (in their own eyes at 
least). But if Peter’s authority went 
farther back than Jesus, A&C could not 
see it. And Jesus’ authority seemed to 
begin with himself, something which 
seemed to A&C monstrous and incom- 
prehensible. 

The new movement’s leaders lacked not 
only authority but they lacked education. 
They had not been through the mill of 
ecclesiastical schools. They had not been 
instructed in the fine distinctions between 
orthodoxy and heresy. We do not know 
what grades A&C had made in their 
theological seminary, but if their grades 
were high it was because they knew cer- 
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tain books practically by heart. John 
and Peter had not read these books. How 
could they possibly be right ? How could 
any movement go straight that did not 
start where A&C got their own start? 

How could truth flourish in any other 
soil than that furnished in the neat black 
window-boxes of approved theological ed- 
ucation ? 


E READ ALSO that A&C were 

annoyed because the apostles were 
teaching the people. ‘This was doing some- 
thing A&C thought not worthwhile. They 
were aristocratic in their approach to 
religion. You could teach future rabbis, 
you might preach in a synagogue, but the 
multitudes did not know the Law and 
never would. It would be impossible to 
imagine Annas or Caiaphas spending 
enough of their valuable time to give a 
Sermon on the Mount. ‘There were no 
sermons in their temple. Let the people 
content themselves with bringing such 
sacrifices as the Law prescribed; but let 
them leave theology to the experts. 

Teaching involves thinking; and it is 
dangerous to get the masses to thinking. 
It might lead to revolution; and A&C 
saw no future in revolutions. 

Probably the root-reason why A&C 
seemed to be quite sure that this “wild” 
new movement was doomed—or would be 
if only they were firm enough against it, 
was that its leaders openly defied them, 
called them liars and murderers. They 
had been influential in having a certain 
Jesus executed as a criminal. For this, 
Peter and John were calling them mur- 
derers. ‘They had denounced Jesus as 
a blasphemer. Peter and John were 


calling him Prince of Life. They (being 
Sadducees) had always believed that 
death settles all arguments. When aman 


BFakhaven Colleae 





Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
Ideally located in Mississippi's historic and pro- 
gressive capital city, an educational and cultural 
center. Year-round sports, including equitation, 
boating, swimming, tennis and golf. Combines 
highest academic standards with emphasis upon 
vocational training in Teaching, Business, Religious 
Education, Recreational Leadership, Homemaking, 
Music, Art and Speech. Total cost for session: 
$800.00. 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie, President 


was dead he stayed dead. The last word 
was with the survivors. But Peter and 
John had the audacity to claim that it 
is Life that settle arguments; that Jesus 
was indeed more alive than these high 
priests had ever been. Their attack upon 
him, even their victory over him, had 
served to demonstrate his superior power. 
Left alone, Jesus might have been al- 
lowed a small place in history as a pop- 
ular rabbi. But defeated, brought down 
to death, he had proved himself victor 
over death and over the servants of death. 
The verdict of A&C was simple: Jesus 
is dead, therefore discredited, therefore 
a failure. John and Peter were throwing 
it back into their faces: Jesus is risen)! 
—therefore no failure, therefore God’s 
chosen. This A&C could not believe, be- 
cause if it were true, it would mean that 
God would reveal a great glory to a plain 
fisherman before he would make it known 
through official channels. To the mind 
of A&C this was simply preposterous. 


O ON ALL COUNTS A&C could 
see nothing good to come of the mad 
movement in which Peter and John seem- 
ed to be ringleaders. ‘The trouble was, 
Annas and Caiaphas could see nothing 
but the obvious, nothing but the outside 
rind of reality. ‘Truth is not always to 
be found in the rind of things. It was 
all so, as A&C saw: the Christians (as 
they would soon be called) were unedu- 
cated, they did not have the authoriza- 
tion of Jerusalem’s officialdom, they were 
a movement of the people, for the people 
and by the people; and they affirmed 
with joy what A&C thought impossible. 
On top of all that, they insisted on call- 
ing these Reverend Sirs liars and killers. 
But the Christians were not doomed. 
They might lack what A&C prized, they 
might lack every mark of success . . . but 
they did not lack the Holy Spirit. The 
trouble was, A&C could not see the Spirit. 
They had not seen this in Jesus, how 
could they see it in Peter and John? 
The early church made no effort to 
convert Annas and Caiaphas. Was it 
because they knew very well it was hope- 
less? 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Record Is Reviewed 
For Atlanta Growth 


Georgia News Letter 

Atlanta Presbytery’s Church Extension 
Committee recently looked back across 
ten years and reported what had been 
accomplished in measurable results since 
1944. It showed that while the popula- 
tion of Metropolitan Atlanta increased by 
27%, the Presbyterian membership in 
the same area grew by 52% (to 22,642). 
A half-million dollar investment of be- 
nevolences in this program produced, 
among other results, 65 pastors compared 
with 43 in 1944; a minimum salary of 
$3,300 contrasted with $1,800; 20 
churches have ceased to ask financial 
aid; 13 new churches have new buildings 
(their first). The ten-year investment 
in new construction amounted to $163,- 
000 on property with a present value of 
$1,150,000 (or 6-1). During the decade 
21 manses were erected or purchased— 
the first the respective churches ever 
had. With $40,000 spent by presbytery, 
the 21 manses are now valued at $240,- 
000 (or 5-1 for each dollar invested). 
There are two Negro churches instead of 
one, while the older Rice Memorial has 
made signal gains, operating a day nur- 
sery, a clinic for sick babies and a play- 








ground. The committee pointed presby- 
tery to the need to continue a like pro- 
gram throughout its boundaries in view 
of a yearly population growth in the met- 
ropolitan area of 20,000, while the Pres- 
byterian Church counts only 28 members 
in each 1,000 of the population. Frank- 
lin C. Talmage is the presbytery’s secre- 
tary of this work. 


Emory Student Heads 
Westminster Group 

Clifford McKay of Emory University 
was named president of Georgia’s West- 
minster Fellowship at the recent meeting 
in Athens. Professor Roland Frye, also 
of Emory, was the principal speaker at 
the three-day meeting. Students from 
17 colleges and universities attended. 


Doctor Named Atlanta’s 
“Woman of the Year” 

Dr. Leila Denmark, Atlanta pedia- 
trician who has given 25 years of service 
to the baby clinic of the Central Presby- 
terian Church, was named the 1953 
Woman of the Year at the 11th annual 
Woman of the Year banquet. She also 
was named “Woman of the Year in Pro- 
fessions” in the city. 


Seminary Choir Plans 
Three-State Tour 

Columbia Seminary’s choir of thirty 
men, directed by Hubert Vance Taylor, 
is scheduled for twelve programs begin- 
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church, Birmingham, and continuing 
ning Feb. 28 at the South Highlands 
through March 7 at the Government 
Street church, Mobile. Other stops in- 
clude Tuscaloosa, Columbus, Greenwood, 
Jackson, Columbia, McComb, Hatties- 
burg and New Orleans. Students also give 
three five-minute talks in the program on 
“My Call to Christian Service,” ‘My 
Call to World Missions Service,” and 
“Our Seminary Preparation for Christian 
Service.” 


Lack of Proper 
Leadership Cited 

American Negroes are suffering from a 
lack of proper leadership by members of 
their own race, J. H. Jackson, president 
of the Baptist National Convention, Inc., 
told Atlanta’s Emancipation Day gather- 
ing recently. An overflow crowd in the 
Municipal Auditorium heard Dr. Jack- 
son admonish his audience “not to be a 
whining people, expecting to get some- 
thing for nothing.” 


Stanley Jones 
Answers Critic 

When E. Stanley Jones spoke at the 
Festival of Faith in Columbus some 
weeks ago he was preceded by a retired 
school teacher, Jessie L. Jenkins, who is 
one of the founders of “The Patrick 
Henry Association,” who tried to address 
the audience and protest Dr. Jones speak- 
ing in “my church”—the First Baptist. 
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She was escorted from the stand by the 
pastor, John L. Waldrop, who said later 
of Dr. Jones in a welcoming address, 
“He has done more to stem the tide of 
Communism in the Far East than any 
other living man.” Dr. Jones responded 
to the charges in a 20-minute impromptu 
comment saying of his 19-year-old book, 
Christ’s Alternative to Communism, “I 
have no apologies for the theme of the 
book. . . . I said some things then about 
Russia I wouldn’t say now. But even 
McCarthy approved of Lenin in some of 
his statements, which is very embarrass- 
ing to him now.”’ He said the same book 
has been banned by Communists in China 
and anyone caught with a copy is put in 
jail. When the meeting was over he 
went to Mrs. Jenkins to shake her hand, 
saying, “God bless you.” She declined 
to shake hands. 


Miscellany 


Morningside church, Atlanta, oversub- 
scribed a $200,000 campaign goal to pay 
off a building debt and provide funds for 
a steeple. . . . John W. Good, Moultrie, 
Ga., has completed writing ““A Synopsis 
of Southwest Georgia Presbytery 1920- 
45,” which is being placed in the His- 
torical Foundation, Montreat, N. C.... 
Columbia Seminary’s library has inau- 
gurated a book loan service for its alumni 
and other Presbyterian ministers. 

Wuu1AM B. CLEMMoNs. 
Columbus. 


S. C. Urged to Accept 
Segregation Decision 


Co.tumsi1a, S. C. (RNS)—A plea that 
South Carolina keep its public school 
system “unimpaired” regardless of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on segre- 
gation in the schools was issued here by 
the South Carolina Fellowship of 
Churches and the South Carolina Divi- 
sion of the Southern Regional Council. 


In a resolution adopted at a joint meet- 
ing the groups expressed alarm lest the 
state turn over its public education pro- 
gram to private agencies in an effort to 
avoid complying with a possible court 
ban on segregation. 

Similar in word and spirit to one 
adopted earlier by the Virginia Council 
of Churches, the resolution indicated that 
no satisfactory solution of the segrega- 
tion problem is possible ‘outside the 
framework of Christian thought and 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


March 3—Athens, Ga., First church, 
8 p. m., Frank H. Caldwell and Kenneth 
S. Keyes. 

March 11—Richmond, Va., Second 
church, 7:30 p. m., Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son and Dr. L. Nelson Bell. 

March 18—Montgomery, Ala., Trinity 
church, Col. Francis Pickens Miller and 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell. 
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teaching.” It said that “no solution 
which, even inferentially, impugns the 
equal dignity and worth of human per- 
sonality can be a final solution.” 

“Tt is our conviction that the Christian 
individual is morally obligated to con- 
sider racial problems in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ,” the resolution stated. ‘““We 
are deeply concerned about the rapidly 
approaching crisis over racial segrega- 
tion and recognize the tardiness of the 
Christian community in dealing forth- 
rightly with this problem. 

“We urge prayerful and serious study 
of the problems of racial segregation in 
the spirit of boundless, courageous, in- 
telligent goodwill. When the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall have ex- 
pressed itself on the matter, we call upon 
our brothers to receive its expression 
peacefully and in good faith. 

“Patient perseverance in the pursuit of 
ideal relationships in our time surely will 
have its reward.” 


House Bill Approves Clergy 
Rental Allowance Exemption 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — The 
House Ways and Means Committee has 
voted to exempt from income tax the 
rental allowance given a minister bv a 
church in lieu of furnishing him with 
a parsonage. 

The provision is one of several score 
amendments to the Internal Revenue 
Code which will be incorporated in a bill 
for overall tax revision designed to re- 
move inequities from the present federal 
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tax structure. The committee expects to 
report the bill shortly. 

Under the present law, a clergyman 
need not include in his taxable income 
the rental value of a parsonage furnished 
him by the congregation he serves. Sev- 
eral bills have been introduced in Con- 
gress to provide for tax exemption of a 
rental allowance. 

Failure to make such provision, the 
sponsors assert, subjects to unjust dis- 
crimination pastors of small churches and 
new parishes which are not able to afford 
a parsonage. 

The rental allowance would be tax-ex- 
empt only if the church specifically ear- 
marks the sum, and only to the extent that 
the allowance is actually used for rent 
payments. If the allowance is larger 
than the rent actually paid, the clergyman 
would be taxed on the difference. 


“Dr. 1.90.” Will 
Promote Ranch 


Auton, Ill. (RNS)—James W. Mc- 
Clain, who gave up his popular “Dr. 
1.Q.” radio quiz show in 1946 to become 
un Episcopal minister, has resigned 
rector of St. Paul’s church here to devote 
his full time to promoting an interde- 
nominational boys’ ranch in Texas. 

He began studying for the ministry 
at Seabury-Western Seminary, Evanston, 
Ill., in 1944, commuting to it each week 
by plane for two years while conducting 
his touring quiz show. 

“The bishop has given me a year’s 
leave of absence to do the work,” Mr. 
McClain said. “I think the ranch can 
be established by then. I might continue 
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as its chaplain with the bishop’s ap- 
proval.” 

He said that a choice between three 
sites now under consideration for the 
project, which is to be known as “Three 
Cross Ranch,” will be made in May. 

The ranch will offer underprivileged 
boys a full high school curriculum, in- 
cluding some courses in agriculture, Mr. 
McClain said. He said that he became 
interested in the idea while he was a 
seminarian and did groundwork on it 
while serving a church in Dallas, Tex. 

Now announcements are being made 
that Mr. McClain will return to his old 
quiz program on ABC-TV to raise money 
for his ranch project. 


Compulsory Attendance 
At Chapel Is Abandoned 


CLEVELAND (RNS)— Baldwin Wal- 
lace College in nearby Berea has cast 
aside a 107-year old tradition. No longer 
are students compelled to attend chapel 
in this Methodist institution. They may 
go or stay away and no punishment or 
loss of credit threatens the absentee. 

Ernest Knautz, chairman of the de- 
partment of religion, said there were two 
reasons for adopting voluntary chapel: 

“First, we wanted to raise the quality 
of campus religious life and we thought 
we could do it by giving the young 
people freedom of choice. Next—and 
equally important—-we came to the con- 
clusion that if students attended chapel 
voluntarily, they would be more apt to 
take an active part in church after they 
leave school.” 

Students are equally enthusiastic about 
the new chapel program. James W. Lind- 
say, president of the senior class, said 
the freedom of choice given the young 
people has proved highly popular. 

“Those who come to chapel now believe 
it has something to offer them,” he said. 
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LORD OF LIFE AND DEATH 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for March 7, 1954 
John 11:1-54. Print 11:32-46 


John ends the prologue of his Gospel 
with these significant words: ‘No one 
has ever seen God; the only Son, who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he has made 
him known.” To establish this point, 
he emphasizes the fact: first, that Jesus 
is the Son of God (chapters one, two and 
on); then, that Jesus brings to men Life 
(chapters 3-7 and on) and Light (chap- 
ters 8, 9 and on) and Love (chapter ten 
and on.) In the eleventh chapter we 
have the raising of Lazarus, a miracle 
which illustrates and confirms all that has 
gone before. We have here a full dem- 
onstration of the fact that Jesus is the Son 
of God, ample proof that in him there is 
Life and Light and Love. 


1. Lazarus Falls Sick, 11:1-3 

Lazarus lived with his sisters Mary 
and Martha at Bethany, a little town on 
the southeastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, which was two miles from Je- 
rusalem. The family to which be belong- 
ed was a prominent one and at least 
comfortably well off. This is indicated 
by the presence of many guests at the 
funeral (31,45), the family burying place 
(only a well-to-do family could afford 
such a tomb) (38), and Mary’s costly 
offering (12:2-3). 

The whole family was devotedly at- 
tached to Jesus and was loved by him in 
return. In Luke 10:38-42 we are told 
that Jesus attended a dinner in their 
home. In John 12:1-8 we find that Laz- 
arus is one of the guests at a dinner 
to which Jesus is invited, while Martha 
serves and Mary anoints his head and 
feet with precious ointment. During the 
last week of Jesus’ life he retired reg- 
ularly from Jerusalem and spent the 
night with his friends in Bethany. These 
scenes show us something of the intimacy 
that existed between Jesus and Lazarus 
and his two sisters. 

Now Lazarus had fallen sick. Im- 
mediately the two sisters sent word to 
Jesus, who is in Perea on the other side 
of the Jordan: ‘Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.”” They made no request. They 
were confident that they could count on 
the loving sympathy of Jesus. All they 
needed to do was to inform him of their 
distress. His own great heart would lead 
him to do the rest. We can be sure, how- 
ever, that they anxiously awaited the com- 
ing of their friend, and, as the strength 
of their brother gradually ebbed, they 
would hope against hope that Jesus would 
arrive in time to save the fleeting life. 
Il. Jesus Tarries in Perea, 11:4-6 

When the message was brought to 
Jesus he said, ‘“This illness is not unto 
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death; it is for the glory of God, so that 
the Son of God many be glorified by 
means of it.” He meant that death was 
not the ultimate end of this sickness, but 
that here was the divinely afforded op- 
portunity for the manifestation of God’s 
true nature through the revelation of his 
own. We need to keep these words in 
mind as the key to all that follows. 

Through this miracle the human sym- 
pathy and the divine power of Jesus were 
manifested as in perhaps no previous in- 
cident; many believed on him as the Son 
of God; and his death, leading to his 
supreme glorification (see 7:39; 12:16, 
23; 13:31-32; 17:5) was insured. Per- 
haps Jesus had all this in mind when he 
said that through the sickness of Lazarus 
both he and the Father would be glori- 
fied. 

“So when he heard that he was ill, 
he stayed two days longer where he was.”’ 
Some think that the “so” refers back to 
verse 4, verse five being parenthetical. 
It was to issue in God’s glory, therefore 
he tarried for two days where he was. It 
seems more properly, however, to refer 
to vs. 5. Jesus loved the family in Beth- 
any, so—what? Some understand the 
verse to mean so he tarried. In other 
words, because Jesus loved Mary and 
Martha he delayed his coming until the 
time when it would do them most good. 
Others however read the verse in this 
way: Jesus loved the family in Beth- 
any; therefore (after delaying two days) 
he said to his disciples, Let us go into 
Judea again. 

In any case it helps us to remember 
that Lazarus must have died soon after 
the messenger had departed. For it would 
take the messenger one day to reach 
Jesus; Jesus remained two days where he 
was and would reach Bethany after an- 
other day’s travel, and he found that 
Lazarus had been dead four days. David 
Smith reminds us that 


“It was the Jewish fashion that, when 
a man died, his friends would come and 
condole with the survivors for the space 
of a week. Not until three days had 
elapsed was hope abandoned. It was be- 
lieved that for three days after death the 
soul hovered around the sepulchre, fain 
to reenter and reanimate the fleshy tene- 
ment; and in view of the fact that in the 
sultry climate immediate interment was 
necessary credible stories were told of 
buried men awakening and coming out of 
their graves. For three days the mourners 
clung to hope and would visit the grave, 
if happily they might find their dead alive. 
But on the fourth day decomposition set 
in, and when they saw its ghastly disfig- 
urement upon the face, their hope perish- 
ed, and returning home, they abandoned 
themselves to unrestrained lamentation.” 


Jesus’ delay then meant that the mir- 
acle he was to work could not be gain- 
said. It would bring greater comfort to 
Mary and Martha, as they thought of the 
future; and to all believers who should 
follow them. “This illness is for the 
glory of God. Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister. So he stayed two days longer 
where he was. After this he said to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go into Judea again.’ ” 


lll. He Returns to Bethany, 11:7-16 

We have here an illustration of the 
fearlessness of Jesus. He said to his dis- 
ciples, “Let us go into Judea again.” 
Judea was the stronghold of his enemies. 
He knew they were plotting his death. 
The disciples realized the danger of the 
move and were alarmed at the prospect 
for Jesus and also for themselves. They 
said, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now 
seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 

The reply of Jesus shows that his cour- 
age was due to a confident belief in the 
changeless purpose and providence of 
God. He tells them, in effect, “that he 
has been given a task to perform and time 
for its performance. No enemy, no ac- 
cident, can shorten by a single hour the 
allotted time of his earthly life. The 
only peril would be in deserting the path 
of duty. That would result in darkness 
and loss. In the way of his appointed 
work he was absolutely safe. “God’s 
children,” said Old Thomas Fuller, ‘are 
immortal while their Father hath any- 
thing for them to do on earth.” 

After Jesus had said this, he said 
plainly, our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep. Death is often described as sleep 
in the New Testament. We lie down at 
night to sleep and when we awake it is 
anew day. So at the end of life we sleep 
and when we awake it is a new and a 
better day. The word ‘‘cemetery”’ mean- 
ing a sleeping place comes from the same 
Greek root. But it often conveys an er- 
roneous idea. The body is only the habi- 
tation of the soul. And Scripture indi- 
cates that while the body lies in the grave 
the soul has gone to be with Jesus. Our 
loved ones do not sleep in the cemetery. 
They have awakened from death’s sleep 
and are at home with the Lord. 

As Jesus affirmed his intention of 
going to Bethany in spite of the danger, 
Thomas said to his fellow-disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” Thomas may have been pessimis- 
tic and skeptical, as often charged, but 
at least he was thoroughly loyal to his 
Master. 


IV. He Reassures Martha, 11:17-27 

Mary and Martha had waited anx- 
iously for the coming of Jesus ever since 
the messenger was dispatched. When 
Lazarus died, their one thought was, 
if only Jesus had been here, our brother 
would not have died. 

At last news was brought that the Mas- 
ter was approaching. Martha, without 
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waiting to inform Mary, rushed to meet 
him. Her first words lay bare her heart, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”’ But there was no 
reproach in her voice, only regret. Even 
now, in her great faith, she believed that 
Jesus could successfully intercede with 
God and bring back the life that had 
departed. 

Jesus said, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha thinks that he is speak- 
ing of the resurrection at the end of the 
world. But that is not the comfort she 
wants. She did not indeed disdain that 
glorious hope, but the resurrection seemed 
far away, and her heart craved present 
succor. As Patterson-Smith says: 

“You can read between the lines how 
that answer has disappointed her. It 
sounds like the trite condolences she has 
been hearing all day. ‘Oh, yes, Lord, I 
know that he will rise at the last day.’ 
As if she would say, ‘That is not much 
comfort. It is too far away.’ And if we 
are honest we must confess ourselves in 
sympathy with Martha. It may not sound 
religious, but it is very human. The res- 
urrection at the last day does not comfort 
us much, if it be taught, as it usually is, 
as an isolated, far-off fact with nothing 
between. 

“But Jesus is not pointing to a far-off 
future day. Lazarus is living now in the 
spirit world. His life goes on. He cannot 
die. For ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who lives and believes in me shall 
never die.’ Life in touch with God is 
immortal. . . . Lazarus is living and is 
coming back to show it.” “I (emphatic) 
am the resurrection and the life.” 

There is no need for Jesus to pray 
as man to God, as Mary had suggested 
in vs. 22. He and none other is the res- 
surrection and the life. Martha was 
puzzled. She did not understand all this, 
but she did believe utterly in Jesus, and 
she was willing to leave the puzzle to 
him. ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that vou are 
the Christ, the Son of God, he who is 
coming into the World.” 


V. He Weeps with Mary, 11:28-37 
Martha returned to the house and in- 


formed Mary that Jesus had arrived and 
wished to see her. The message was de- 
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livered secretly that Mary might have 
the opportunity to see Jesus alone. For 
the same reason Jesus had remained out- 
side the village. Her friends, thinking 
that she was going to the tomb to wail, 
after the Oriental fashion, followed her 
out of the house. When Mary saw Jesus 
she was overcome by her emotion. She 
fell down at his feet and cried, “Lord, 
if you had been here my brother would not 
have died.” She then broke into uncon- 
trolled sobbing and her friends wept with 
her. Jesus “was deeply moved in Spirit 
and troubled.” Why? No doubt because 
he was moved by Mary’s grief. It was 
almost certainly his deep sympathy with 
the sorrow of his friends that caused him 
to weep also a moment later. The people 
said to one another, “See how he loved 
him.” But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 

VI. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the 

Dead, 11:38-44 

Jesus, followed by the whole company 
of mourners, proceeded to the tomb. His 
first order was to remove the stone. 
Martha, however, could not bear to see 
or to have the company see her brother’s 
body now disfigured by corruption, and 
she reminded the Lord that he had been 
dead for four days. Jesus reminded her 
that he had promised that she should see 
the glory of God; and so the stone was 
removed. Jesus then thanked God that 
he had heard him, not for his sake, but 
for the sake of the people that they might 
believe that God had sent him. The 
prayer to which he refers is not recorded. 
But we note that there was “no pomp of 
incantation, no wrestling in prayer even, 
hut simple words of thanksgiving as if 
already Lazarus were restored.” He 
thanked the Father publicly because it 
was essential that the miracle should be 
referred to its real source, and that all 
should recognize that it was the Father 
who had sent his power among men. And 
the thanksgiving was more likely to im- 
press the crowd now than in the excite- 
ment following the resurrection of Laz- 
arus. 

When he had thus spoken, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus come out.” 
And Lazarus walked out, bound hand 
and foot with grave clothes. We do not 
need to regard this fact as an additional 
miracle. “The winding sheet may have 
been loosely tied around him, or each 
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limb may have been swathed separately. 
In Egyptian mummies sometimes every 
finger is kept distinct.” As usual, Jesus’ 
first thought was of the patient. He said, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
VII. Effect of the Miracle, 11:45-54 
Many of the people, all who saw the 
miracle, in fact (this is the meaning of 
vs. 45) believed on him. But some of 
them, for what reason we are not told, 
reported the miracle to the Pharisees. 
They were alarmed at Jesus’ heightened 
popularity. Accordingly, there was held a 
formal session of the Sanhedrin and on 
the motion of the high priest, Caiaphas, it 
was solemnly decreed that Jesus must die. 
They were determined to utilize the first 
favorable opportunity to that end, and so 
they did. The death of Jesus was in part a 
result of the raising of Lazarus. “Jesus,” 
we read, “no longer went about openly 
among the Jews” but retired to an iso- 
lated village called Ephraim. He knew 
that he must die but he was determined 
that it be at the Passover. 


The Lesson Applied 

The two verses which give us the key 
to this chapter are 11:4 and 40. In 
what ways is the Son of God glorified in 
this chapter, that is, in what ways is 
there a revelation of his character? 

1. There is a revelation of his love 
(See 8,35). Jesus was deeply stirred by 
the grief of his friends, even though he 
knew their present sorrow would issue in 
abiding happiness. He was glorified by 
his compassionate desire to lift the bur- 
den from the hearts of men. Dr. Erdman 
reminds us: 

“The sisters had not asked him to come. 
They realized the peril involved in his 
returning to Judea. When Lazarus died, 
they sent no second messenger. Enough 
for them that the Master knew that they 
were in trouble. They longed for him 
io come. But they left everything to his 
decision. They were confident of his love. 
Nor was such confidence misplaced. With 
the certainty that his action would result 
in the sacrifice of his own life, the friend- 
ship of Jesus brought him back to the 
home in Bethany. There are mysteries 
and delays in his dealings with us; but we 
need never doubt that One who gave his 
life for us has any other thought for us 
but love.” 


Does God’s love for us ever lead him 
to delay his answer to our prayers? What 
other reasons may there be? Does God 
suffer? If so, when and why? Why 
does he allow us to suffer? Are we dis- 
turbed when God does not answer our 
prayers when and as we had hoped? 

2. There is a revelation of his power. 
The raising of Lazarus is only an illus- 
tration of the promise he gives to us all 
in vss. 25-26. Jesus was glorified by his 
power to bring life and immortality to 
light. What should be our attitude toward 
death for ourselves, and for those whom 
we love? Do Christians differ from non- 
Christians in their attitude toward death ? 
If not, why not? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 


Books Bought in ‘53 


Booksellers are impressed by the num- 
ber of religious books among the best- 
sellers of 1953. Leaders in both fiction 
and non-fiction classifications were reli- 
gious. The fiction titles were: 

1. The Robe, by Lloyd C. Douglas, 
selling 180,000 of the $1.98 movie edition 
11 years after its first publication and 
8,000 copies of the $3.75 edition during 
1953. 

2. The Silver Chalice, Thomas B. Cos- 
tain, 1952’s best seller with 221,000 
copies that year, sold 135,000 copies in 
1953. 

Non-fiction titles ran in this order: 

1. The RSV Bible sold a total of 1,- 
006,515 copies during the year, averaging 
49,700 in buckram and 41,790 in leather 
per month, for a current total well be- 
yond 2,000,000. 

2. The Power of Positive Thinking, 
Norman V. Peale, sold 340,000, and was 
sixth on the 1952 list. 

4. Angel Unaware, Dale Evans Rogers, 
was fourth (following the Kinsey book) 
with 257,176 copies. 

5. Life Is Worth Living, Fulton J. 
Sheen, 142,000. 

6. A Man Called Peter, Catherine Mar- 
shall, 130,000 (it was second the vear 
before, and has a total of 440,000 plus 
sales through five book clubs). 

7. This I Believe, edited by Edward 
R. Murrow, also seventh in 1952, sold 
115,000. 

8. The Greatest Faith Ever Known, 
Fulton Oursler, 96,000. 

It is interesting to note that non-fiction 
continues to outsell fiction in the book- 
stores. Title by title these books run 
far ahead of the best-selling novels. 

On this list note the three non-reli- 
gious books that ranked 3, 9 end 10: 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Female, 
Kinsey, 275,000; How to Play Vour Best 
Golf, Tommy Armour, 90,000: and A 
House Is Not a Home, Polly Adler, 86,- 
000. 

All of this seems to indicate something 
symptomatic in our national life—if 
nothing more than that more people will 
probably rush to try and to write a best- 
selling non-fiction religious book. 

In case you are wondering al<ut the 
fiction titles, let us make the record of 
bookstore sales complete: 3. Desiree, 
115,773; 4. Battle Cry; 5. From Here 
to Eternity, 68,500; 6. The High and 
Mighty, 63,857; 7. Bevond This Place; 
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8. Time and Time Again; 9. Lord Van- 
ity; 10. The Unconquered, 53,000. (Five 
of the ten: historical novels). 


BE STILL AND KNOW. Georgia Hark- 
ness. Abingdon Press, Nashville & N. Y., 96 
pp., $1.25. 

In this little book of devotions Georgia 
Harkness has turned poet, because her 
own poems are the heart of the medita- 
tions. This may surprise those who know 
her as a theologian, but her poems and 
prayers on scripture themes reveal deep 
theological thinking. Here is a good 
book for public and private devotions. 

Pau M. Watson. 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 


ST. AUGUSTINE: SERMONS FOR CHRIST- 
MAS AND EPIPHANY. Translated and an- 
notated by Thomas Comerford Lawler. The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md. 249 pp. 
$3.25. 

The Newman Press is rendering a great 
service to the Christian Church in its 
fine series of Ancient Christian Writers— 
the Works of the Fathers in Translation. 
Each book of the series is attractively 
printed and arranged; the translation is 
clear and readable; there is a helpful 
introduction and a full array of scholarly 
notes. The sermons of Augustine preached 
over a serics of years at two of the 
important festivals of the Church, along 
with the editor’s valuable historical notes, 
throw light on various aspects of early 
Christian thought and life, in addition 
to the religious and spiritual insights 
of this, the greatest of the early Church 
Fathers. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


HOW TO BECOME A BETTER READER. 
Paul Witty. Science Research Associates, 
Chicago. 316 pp., $5. 

Not only because there is an increasing 
demand upon our reading time but also 
since most people are probably not very 
good readers (for speed or comprehen- 
sion) this practical help by Dr. Witty 
is important. As director of the Psycho- 
Educational Clinic at Northwestern, he 
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has worked with people of all ages in 
helping them to become better readers. 

This volume is complete with back- 
ground material and also with exercises 
and tests designed to do what it is talking 
about—help you actually to improve your 
reading habits. 

With a great many later difficulties 
traced to poor reading habits formed in 
childhood, it is evident that careful guid- 
ance in this field is of high importance. 
This book claims that its use for 30 min- 
utes a day will result, in 50 days, in 50% 
better reading. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Near to the Heart of God. Cleland Boyd 
McAfee & Katharine McAfee Parker. The 
Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., Indianapolis, 
Ind. $1.75. 

Theology of Evangelism, 
tonen. 
$1.25. 

The Salty Tang. Frederick B. Speakman. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.00. 
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Devotional 
Classics 


Gems of devotional writing that have come 
down through the centuries—living selec- 
tions from Martin Luther, Augustine, George 
Fox, John Bunyan, John Wesley, Francis 
Asbury, William Law, Solon Kierkegaard, 
St. Francis of Assisi, and the Imitation of 
Christ. Published in convenient individual 
booklets to aid the reader in his own 
devotions. Order from 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

W. Chester Keller, assistant pastor of 
Second church, Memphis, Tenn., will be- 
come pastor of the Woodland church in 
Memphis March 15. This is the newest 
church in Memphis, about two miles be- 
yond the Second church. 

Z. E. Lewis from Laurel, Va., to RFD, 
Prince George, Va. 

Dwight A. Sharpe from Sweetwater, 
Texas, to John Knox church, 1655 Jim 
Miller Road, Dallas 17, Texas. 

Ernest W. Tune from Cannon Beach, 
Ore., to Route 1, Box 151, Solvang, Calif. 

Marshall J. Pilkenton from Montgom- 
ery, W. Va., to 37 Afton Parkway, Ports 
mouth, Va., Cradock church. 

James Coad from Dade City, 
115 Liberty St., Washington, Ga. 

Albert G. Harris, Jr., from Decatur, Ga., 
to 106 E. Laburnum Ave., Apt. 4, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Wade H. Boggs from Louisville, Ky., 
to 1324 Briarcliff Rd., Apt. 5, Atlanta, Ga. 

Morton H. Smith from Valdosta, Ga., 
to Sykesville, Md. 

Sydney J. L. Crouch has resigned as 
pastor of the Fort Hill church, Clemson, 
S. C., effective not later than June 30. 
He will become South Carolina Synod’s 
student worker, giving full time to the 
ministry at Clemson. 

William A. Crosland, Jr., 
field, Ala., to 5134 Paris 
leans, La. 

Donald H. Stewart, 
tral (USA) church, Houston, Texas, is 
now pastor of the First (USA) church, 
Kirkwood (St. Louis), Mo. 

William M. Ramsay, Knoxville, Tenn., 
will become assistant pastor of the First 
church, Paducah, Ky. 

Malcolm C. Thompson from New Car- 
lisle, Ohio, to 216 N. Miami Ave., Sidney, 
Ohio. 

D. Grier Woody, from Whitesburg, Ky.. 
and Veterans’ Hospital, Lexington, Ky., 
to Louisville Seminary, 109 E. Broadway, 
Louisville 2, Ky. 

J. W. Cowan, from Potosi, Mo., to Jack 
son, Mo. 

F. R. Short, Lexington, Ky., expects to 
begin his new work in Sikeston, Mo., 
April 1. 
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Geo. S. Thomson, formerly pastor of 
~e Mt. Sterling, Ky., USA church was 
scently installed pastor of the WU. S. 
1urch in Stanford, Ky. 

Carlton C. Boegel, Watertown, Tenn., 
vas recently permitted by Nashville 
*resbytery to demit the ministry. 


R. E. W. SPEAKER 
J. Walter Dickson, Jr., Belmont, N. C., 
was the recent Religious Emphasis Week 
speaker at Flora Macdonald College. 
Thomas H. McDill, Columbia Seminary 
professor, is the REW speaker at Erskine 
College, Feb. 21-25. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

J. Carter Swaim, professor of New 
Testament literature and exegesis at 
Western Seminary (Presbyterian, USA), 
Pittsburgh, Pa., will become executive 
director of the department of English 
Bible in the National Council of 
Churches, effective July 1. He will head 
a nationwide program of “interpreting 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible to the American people.” 


Alexander Ferguson, former visual ed- 
ucation director for the Congregational 
Christian Churches, is the new director 
of films for the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the National Council of 
Churches, succeeding S. Franklin Mack 
who is executive director of the agency. 


DEATHS 

Annie Houston (Mrs. Brown Craig) 
Patterson died Feb. 9 in Staunton, Va. 
Mrs. Patterson, herself a physician who 
served 48 years as a medical missionary 
in China, was only shortly preceded by 
her husband, whose death occurred last 
Sept. 18. She is survived by one daugh- 
ter and four sons. 


DCEs 

Allene Rose, formerly in Tarboro, N. C., 
is now Director of Christian Education in 
the Central church, Bristol, Va. 


Emma Hunter Maxwell is serving as 
the Director of Christian Education in 
the Raleigh Court church, Roanoke, Va. 
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